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Casper David Friedrich, Winter Landscape with Church, 1811
I think
I could have
built a little house
to live in
with the single cord –
half seasoned, half not –
tucked into the

driveway and
tumbled down. But, instead
friends came
and together we stacked it
for the long, cold days
that are –
maybe the only sure thing in the world –
coming soon.
How to keep warm
is always a problem,
isn’t it?
Of course, there’s love.
And there’s prayer
I don’t belittle them,
and they have warmed me,
but differently,
from the heart outwards.
Imagine
what swirls of frost will cling
to the windows, what white lawns
I will look out on
as I rise from morning prayers,
as I remember love, that leaves yet never leaves,
as I go out into the yard
and bring the wood in
with struggling steps,
with struggling thoughts,
bundle by bundle,
to be burned.

The Winter Wood Arrives - by Mary Oliver

Words from the Minister
I was deeply honoured to be nominated by the Rainbow Project, Belfast, to receive a
2017 Tolerantia Award. Both myself and Isabella attended the ceremony in the
Central Library in Warsaw. It was a very pleasant experience and we met with many
wonderful people from various European countries, who are involved in projects not
only related to Gay Lesbian Bisexual and Trans issues, but working on behalf of
refugees and asylum seekers also. In particular, I was touched by the fact that it was
Rainbow who nominated me, as I am a great admirer of their work. But I would also
like to thank our wonderful community in All Souls’, who are so supportive to me in
my outreach work with the LGBTQ Community.

Laureates of the Tolerantia Awards 2017 pictured with members of their nominating bodies
The European TOLERANTIA AWARDS 2017 are presented as joint prizes by SOS homophobie
(France), Lambda-Warszawa and Kampania Przeciw Homofobii (Poland), The Rainbow Project
(Northern Ireland), Pink Cross (Switzerland) and MANEO (Germany). Laureates of the Tolerantia Awards
2017 are: Heiko Maas, Federal Minister of Justice and Consumer Protection (Germany), Stéphane
Corbin, singer and composer, and Océane Rosemarie, singer, comedienne and actress (France),
Elżbieta Szczęsna, founder and honorary chair of the Akceptacja (Acceptance) association of families
and friends of LGBT people, Chris Hudson, Minister at All Souls Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Church
in South Belfast (Northern Ireland), and Alan David Sangines, activist in refugee work (Switzerland).
The Tolerantia Awards, which have been presented annually since 2006, honours the outstanding
engagement of people, institutions and groups. Their commitment highlights democratic values such as
equal rights, solidarity, social diversity and tolerance as well as action against homophobia, racism and
all forms of group-focused enmity in their own countries, in Europe and beyond.
The awarding organisations are members of the European Alliance Against Homophobia (Berlin
Alliance), which was founded by organisations from Germany, France and Poland in Berlin in 2005. The
Rainbow Project from Northern Ireland joined the alliance in 2014 and Pink Cross from Switzerland
became a member in 2016. The organisations work together to combat discrimination and prejudicemotivated violence, advise and support victims of homophobic and transphobic violence, and promote
social enlightenment and basic democratic values in their own countries and in Europe. The basis of the
alliance is the Tolerancja Declaration, which has been signed by all members.

Visit to Auschwitz
Whilst in Poland Isabella and I took the opportunity to travel to Cracow and visit
Auschwitz. It is impossible to put into words the various emotional responses we felt
during that visit. Auschwitz is a converted army barracks, once used by the Polish
Army before the Second World War. Essentially it is now a museum with
photographic displays showing the horrendous conditions and treatment suffered by
the inmates. The displays of shoes, hair and luggage taken from the Jews is
something that left me feeling anger and sadness and disillusioned about human
nature. Whilst Auschwitz was a concentration camp at the beginning, it soon became
an extermination camp for the Jews by the Germans.
We were taken on a short bus ride from Auschwitz to Birkenau (Auschwitz II), a
journey of about four kilometers. Our guide was superb, and she gave us a clear
presentation of both camps, explaining that the Germans needed to exterminate the
Jews at a fast rate, so Birkenau was developed on an industrial scale. Five thousand
Jews could be exterminated every day. But as we stood in the lowering dusk, a light
rain took up and it was cold. It seemed the perfect weather to be there, standing near
the monument to those of many nations who perished and looking back over the
landscape of wooden huts, railway tracks caught by the overhead lights, and the
iconic SS guard tower, which was also the entrance gate. Prisoners called it “The
Gate of Death”. I felt I could sense those thousands of Jews who were murdered
there, up to one million. I thought of all the times we hear the saying “never again”
and yet once again Jews are fleeing Europe in fear of anti-Semitism. Even recently
in Belfast, in the City Cemetery, we read about attacks on Jewish graves. We should
all call out anti-Semitism when we see it. Every year in All Souls’ we hold a
Holocaust Memorial Service, and next year it will be on Sunday, January 28th at
11.30am. Please make every effort to be there.
As we enter the month of November, it will not be long before the Christmas Season
will be upon us. Many of us feel it gets earlier and longer every year and there is some
truth in that. However, it is a time to give thanks for family, friends and church
community. It is a time to reflect on the message of Christmas and give thanks for our
unique faith. It is also a time to think of others less fortunate than ourselves.
May I take this opportunity to wish everybody a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful
and joyful new year.
Rev. Chris

Pieter Breughel the Elder, Hunters in the Snow, 1565

A note on safety, security at Services
In emergency ring 999. BT9 6AZ There are emergency First Aid boxes at door of Church
and in the kitchen of the Rosemary Hall: where an accident book is kept. In the event of fire
you must: SHOUT “FIRE! THIS IS AN EMERGENCY AND EVERYONE MUST LEAVE THE
CHURCH” and CALL THE FIRE BRIGADE
The FIRE ASSEMBLY POINT is: entrance to the car park on Elmwood Avenue
Report to fire officers when they arrive.
The person who opens and closes and is on the door of the Church or Halls for a service or
any other activity is the nominated Health and Safety “Steward” and is the first
person to be approached if there are any issues concerning safety and security. It is
a duty of all who attend All Souls’ to look out for their own and each other’s safety
and belongings: reporting any activity which could be regarded as suspicious to the
Steward.
Child protection is paramount in our concerns and no child is to be left unsupervised.
Children may be taken to the crypt by a parent/guardian during a service, but
children are not allowed to leave the child play area of the crypt and must be
accompanied by an adult at all times.
Security for the Congregation and Minister is an issue. We are a proud, but perhaps seen
by some, as a controversial community! Be alert and be aware of evacuation exits! Keep
calm and do what you can to keep yourself and others safe if the person on the door or any
other member of the Congregation cries “Help”!
The Church discourages giving of money to people who demand or beg for money inside
the Church building. Do not confront people you are unsure of in the grounds of the
Church or in the Halls: get the Steward.
The Congregation should be aware that there have been thefts of bags and purses: take
care of your personal belongings, especially at the end of the service when having tea or
coffee. All those attending a service should ensure that their cars or bikes are secure and
no valuables left in view.
All Souls’ welcomes all to its services, but the Steward responsible for the door may refuse
or delay entry. If somebody arrives at the door and asks to see the Minister or any
member of the Congregation, the person will be asked to wait at the door.
Niall D. Haldane Committee Member responsible for Health and Safety
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All Souls’ Activities

Special Services at All Souls church
The annual service of Remembrance will be held on Sunday 12th
November at the usual time of 11.30am
The annual Transgender Memorial Service will be held on Sunday
19th November at 3.30pm and will be led by Rev. Linda Ballard of
Dunmurry church, and Rev. Chris Hudson.
This year’s LGBT carol service will be held Wednesday 13th December
at 7.00pm and all are welcome to attend. Refreshments will be
served afterwards.
The All Souls Carol Service will be on Sunday 17th December at
11.30am, with the Garvey Silver Band. Mince pies and mulled wine
will be served in the Rosemary Hall afterwards. All are welcome
The Holocaust memorial service will be held on Sunday 28th January
2018 at the usual time of 11.30am.
Burns Night 2018
Our annual Burns Night celebration will take place on Saturday 27th
January 2018, and will consist of the usual mix of food, music,
entertainment and craic. Tickets, priced at £20 per person, will be
available from Isabella from early December, and remember
numbers are limited so book your place early to avoid
disappointment.
Book Club
The All Souls’ book club meets almost monthly. The next meeting will
take place on Wednesday 6th December in the church meeting room
at 7.30pm when the book being discussed will be The Siege by Helen
Dunmore. We will then take a break and meet again after Christmas,

the next book is yet to be chosen. All are welcome to join or simply
to drop in from time to time.
Sunday Coffee
Every Sunday we enjoy tea, coffee and treats after our service, and
it’s a fun way to get together and stay in touch. If you feel you can
contribute to this experience in any way, by baking or bringing
goodies, by serving the drinks, or by tidying up afterwards, please
put your name on the list on the noticeboard behind the coffee
table. Another way to help is to contribute financially if baking is not
your thing!
Email Addresses
By now most of you receive the church calendar by email, saving the
church time and money. If you are still receiving a copy by post and
you have an email address please send your contact details to
ievangelisti96@gmail.com so that you can be added to the list, thank
you.
__________________________________________________
A Note on Pastoral Visits
As minister of All Souls I am always aware that we have members of the congregation who
are suffering illness and are unable to come to church or are in need of some pastoral care.
However, it is important, if you are that person, or know of someone in need of a visit, that
you bring this to my attention. I cannot intuit that someone needs my attention. In general,
what happens is that people approach me in the church or contact me by telephone or
email and advise me of their situation and need for pastoral care. My response is, if they
are unable to make it to church, to visit them at home, but I also take the opportunity to
meet people in my ofﬁce at the rear of the church. Not a week goes by without several such
meetings taking place. These are often related to pastoral matters but also deal with other
issues including advice about help available through statutory bodies and even some
welfare support. At general synod ministers are advised not to make cold calls to members
of their congregations but to call by appointment only. Therefore, it is considered best
practice for the person in need of a visit to contact the minister to make an appointment.
To avoid any misunderstanding, I would gently advise those in need of a visit to contact me
directly and I will happily oblige. Although the calendar always carries my contact details on
the back page, I include them here also for your convenience – 07969059993 –
hudson351@btinternet.com

The Winter Palace by Philip Larkin
Most people know more as they get older:
I give all that the cold shoulder.
I spent my second quarter-century
Losing what I had learnt at university
And refusing to take in what had happened since.
Now I know none of the names in the public prints,
And am starting to give offence by forgetting faces
And swearing I’ve never been in certain places.
It will be worth it, if in the end I manage
To blank out whatever it is that is doing the damage.
Then there will be nothing I know.
My mind will fold into itself, like fields, like snow.

Claude Monet, The Magpie, 1869

SERVICES ARE AT 11.30 am UNLESS OTHERWISE SHOWN
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Opening and Closing: Isabella Evangelisti
Reader: Isabella Evangelisti

12

Opening and Closing: Niall Haldene
Reader: Jonathan Bardon

19

Opening and Closing: Bryan Cooney
Reader: Sheena Lewis

26

Opening and Closing: Ken Steele
Reader: Roger Courtney

December 2017
03

Opening and Closing: Jim Jackson
Reader: Jim Jackson

10

Opening and Closing: Charles Stewart
Reader: Charles Stewart

17

Opening and Closing: Niall Haldene
Readers: Various

24

Opening and Closing: Bryan Cooney
Reader: Anne Stewart

25

Opening and Closing: Isabella Evangelisti
Reader: Isabella Evangelisti

January 2018
07

Opening and Closing: Ken Steele
Reader: David Linton

14

Opening and Closing: Jim Jackson
Reader: Isabella Evangelisti

21

Opening and Closing: Charles Stewart
Reader: Errol Steele

28

Opening and Closing: Niall Haldene
Reader: Niall Haldene

Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation
We have reached the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation on
October 13th 1517. People will gather in Wittenberg to mark the date when
Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the door of the local church, All Saints.
Thus began The Protestant Reformation, which became a schism from the
Roman Catholic Church. After Martin Luther the Reformation was continued
by John Calvin and Huldrych Zwingli. However there had been significant
earlier attempts to reform the Catholic Church before Luther, including those by
Jan Hus, Peter Waldo and John Wycliffe amongst others. However, Martin
Luther is generally acknowledged as the founder of the Reformation with his 95
Theses.
Luther criticized the sale of indulgences, insisting that the Pope had no authority
over purgatory and that the Catholic doctrine of the merits of the saints had no
foundation in the Bible. The Protestant position however, would come to
incorporate doctrinal changes such as a complete reliance on Scripture as a
source of belief, sola scriptura, and the belief that faith in Jesus and not good
works, is the route to salvation and God’s pardon for sin.
There is great historic irony in Martin Luther’s fight against the indulgences.
The money the faithful paid in return for forgiveness of their sins was allocated
by the pope in Rome to pay the salaries of Michelangelo Buonarroti and his
team of engineers so they could finish their work on St. Peter’s Basilica in the
Vatican City.
Many of us within Non-Subscription, whilst recognizing the historic
significance of Martin Luther, reflect on the life of Bishop Arius of Alexandria,
when The Roman Emperor Constantine sought to unify and remove theological
division within the newly recognized Church. The Christian Church was
divided over disagreements on Christology, the nature of the relationship
between Jesus and God. The Council of Nicaea under the control of
Constantine ruled in favour of the theological acceptance of Trinitarianism.
"Arianism" named after Arius became a minority belief and is known today as
Unitarianism.

We should remember there was a dark side to Martin Luther and that was his
teaching about Jews. He became a notorious anti-semite and was quoted by
Hitler in the 1930s. It should also be remembered however, that the Catholic
Church preached anti-semitism as the norm in the 1500s, and Luther was a
product of his time. Martin Luther’s success was mainly due to the
development of printing, which had a major impact on information then, just as
the internet does today. The radical position of Martin Luther, in the fullness of
time shaped modern theories on personal individual rights. Today, his thinking
poses a philosophical and historic challenge to those who champion the
common good as the most important social principle over individual human
rights. In the ongoing dispute between these two opposing viewpoints, it is
important to remember that both of them derive from the struggle for freedom
and the human spirit.
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